
D A D O

A L L E N K A U F M A N N O B J E C T S



German patented solid wood Object 

that assembles without additional 

fasteners using an American dado 

feature. It is all wood and only 

wood.

Please be aware, that this is an all 

wood object with a natural finish.

We recommend that you do not 

place this item up against or beside 

a radiator and not in direct sunlight.

Wood, being a natural material, 

changes with climate and time. 

Each Dado Object is unique by 

nature.

Clean with gentle soap and a 

wrung-out cloth.

DADO SHELF

WOOD - TREATED OR UNTREATED



- 100% natural material – only wood

- no tools required, no screws, no welds, no glue, no pins

- easy to set up and take down and transport

- Architect patented joinery system 

Dado, “day-doh” is a slot or trench cut into a surface of a piece of ma-

chinable material, usually wood and perpendicular to the surface being 

cut into.

The DADO shelf gives homage to the traditional word working technique 

of the American dado cutting technique, but features a 45 degree angle 

in combination with other parts resulting in the invention of a new pat-

ented type of wood joinery not requiring screws, welds, brackets, glue, or 

fasteners of any kind in its assembly. It is all wood and only wood.

The DADO shelf is designed by Justin Allen for ALLENKAUFMANN OB-

JECTS and is a reaction to the underside of furniture, which usually re-

veals welds, brackets, plastic, and screws. All items of the DADO object 

line are made from solid wood. The design features a signature com-

position of horizontal and vertical members interlocking with 45-degree 

angle members to form a structural whole. The joints are not hidden, but 

instead exposed, thereby becoming the detail, the structure, the assem-

blage and the design. 

With three different types of material and finishes, the series is suitable for 

both private and public spaces. It is available in solid ash, black stained 

and oiled or solid oak, oiled or solid oak with no finish - raw. The series 

offers four sizes.

DADO SHELF STORY



NO TOOLS, NO FASTENERS, NO SCREWS



ONLY HANDS



UNASSEMBLED OBJECTS FOR ALL DADO SHELVES
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UNASSEMBLED OBJECTS FOR DADO SHELF TYPES: 2.0, 3.0, 4.0 AND 5.0
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DADO SHELF 2.0

DADO SHELF 3.0
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DADO SHELF 4.0

DADO SHELF 5.0
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DADO DETAIL (ELEVATION)



DADO DETAIL (PERSPECTIVE)



DADO 2.0



DADO 3.0



DADO 4.0



DADO 5.0



DADO SHELF FAMILY OBJECTS





ALLENKAUFMANN is a woman and man design studio from Berlin and 

New York. AK designs and fabricates Projects, Objects and Subjects 

through a restrained refinement of space, form and material.

A L L E N K A U F M A N N

ALLENKAUFMANN PROJECTS focuses on rural and urban environments 

– space and form – fabrication and detail. Our work gives attention to 

forming coherent architectural and social solutions through refinement in 

concept, detail and fabrication.

P R O J E C T S

ALLENKAUFMANN OBJECTS designs Objects for a non-stigmatized min-

imal lifestyle, which are functional and awakening. Born in Berlin apart-

ments, studios, offices, restaurants and nightclubs – objects, which don’t 

hold you back.

O B J E C T S

ALLENKAUFMANN SUBJECTS explores and experiments with imagina-

tion and reality to create unique installations on the fringe of art and archi-

tecture forming “inquiry-nodes” for reflection and discussion.

S U B J E C T S



ADDITIONAL OBJECTS

DOUBLE “T” SLIDING DOVETAIL TABLE

ECLIPSE LAMP

ALU FOAM BOX PLANTERS

SCALE LAMP

BRASS OR OAK INCENSE BURNER

DADO X TABLE



A L L E N K A U F M A N N O B J E C T S

for all inquiries please contact:

ALLENKAUFMANN
Prinzenstrasse 85C
10969 Berlin
info@allenkaufmann.de


